
 

 

LORD SUTHERLAND: Advocate Depute?
MR. TURNBULL: Witness 543, please, My Lords,

Kenneth Steiner.
THE MACER: Kenneth Steiner.

WITNESS: KENNETH STEINER, sworn
LORD SUTHERLAND: Advocate Depute.
EXAMINATION IN CHIEF BY MR. TURNBULL:
Q For the purpose of these proceedings,

are you known as Kenneth Wesley Steiner?
A That is correct, sir.
Q In 1988, were you a serving member of

the Central Intelligence Agency of the United States of
America?

A That is correct, sir.
Q In 1988, and in that capacity, did you

have responsibilities in West Africa?
A That is correct, sir.
Q In 1988 did you know a man by the name

of Jean Colin?
A Yes, sir, I did.
Q And what position did Jean Colin hold?
A At that time, he was Secretary General

of the Presidency in the Republic of Senegal, sir.
Q Thank you. Did you also at that time

know a man called Ahmed Khalifa Niasse?

A I had met Ahmed Khalifa Niasse. I
didn't really know him.

Q I understand. But you knew who the
person by that name was?

A Yes, sir, I did.
Q I'd like you next, Mr. Steiner, to

listen to the question I ask and simply answer it yes
or no, please.

A Yes, sir.
Q In 1988, did you receive some

information from Jean Colin?
A Yes, sir.
Q Did that information cause you to take

an interest in Dakar Airport?
A Yes, sir, that is correct.
Q And did the information which you were

given by Jean Colin also include reference to the name
of Ahmed Khalifa Niasse?

A Yes, sir.
Q Did Mr. Niasse occupy a particular

position in Senegal, do you know?
A Yes, sir. He was one of the local

religious leaders.
Q And as a religious leader, did he have a

title?

A He had -- he had a sort of a nickname as
the Ayatollah of Kolac (phonetic). He was a marabout.

Q I'm grateful. The term "marabout" is a
term that was used to describe the position of these
religious leaders; is that correct?

A That's correct, sir.
Q And as a religious leader with that

position, did he tend to wear formal clothing?
A Yes, sir.



 

 

Q What sort of formal clothing?
A The flowing robes -- white, normally --

a uniform normally worn by most of the leading
marabouts.

Q I understand. So white flowing robes?
A Yes. I think it was called a bobo

(phonetic).
Q All right. And would that be a method

by which he might be distinguishable?
A He could be, yes, sir.
Q Did you learn that a particular flight

was due to arrive at Dakar Airport in the early hours
of the 20th of February of 1988?

A Yes, sir.
Q And did you go to the airport in order

to meet that flight?

A I did, yes, sir.
Q When you arrived in the early hours of

the 20th, had the flight already landed?
A Yes, sir.
Q And at that time, were passengers

disembarked by going down a flight of moveable steps?
A I notice -- I could see a group of

people leaving the aeroplane, going down to be -- to
meet an escort --

Q My fault, Mr. Steiner. Just let's step
back a second.

Passengers who would be awaiting to disembark
would do so by going down steps rather than through a
tunnel, for instance?

A That's correct, sir.
Q I understand. When you arrived at Dakar

Airport in the early hours of the 20th, were steps in
position at the aircraft?

A Yes, sir.
Q Did you see anybody disembark?
A No, sir. I saw them at the foot of the

stairs. I assumed they had disembarked from the
aircraft.

Q I understand. So by the time you
arrived, you saw people at the bottom of the stairs?

A Yes, sir.
Q How many people did you see at the

bottom of the stairs?
A There were several, sir, some in uniform

and some not in uniform. I couldn't tell exactly the
number.

Q I understand. What type of uniform are
you speaking of?

A The gendarmes.
Q The Senegal --
A The Senegal gendarmes.
Q So some of the people that you saw were

plainly Senegal gendarmes?
A Yes, sir.
Q Were there, however, others who appeared

not to be gendarmes?
A Yes, sir.
Q Were any of those others wearing formal



 

 

religious clothing of the type --
A One of those individuals, yes, sir.
Q One of them?
A Yes.
Q Were you able to recognise who that was?
A No, sir.
Q Why was that?

A I was too far away from that, sir.
Q I understand.
A I assumed this was Ahmed Khalifa Niasse,

based on other information, but --
Q I understand. In addition to the

gendarmes and the person wearing the clothing, the
formal religious clothing, did you see any other
people?

A No, sir -- oh, there were a couple of
other people with Niasse, yes.

Q I see. Were you able to tell how many?
A No, sir, not clearly.
Q Did you see what happened to Niasse and

the others?
A Yes, sir. They were escorted to the VIP

lounge, which was a building adjacent to the main
airport building.

Q By the gendarmes.
A Yes.
Q And once they had been taken to the VIP

lounge, did you see any other passengers disembark?
A No, sir. My interest was in this group.

I didn't wait for the other disembarkation.
Q I understand. Did you see Jean Colin at

the airport that evening?

A No, sir.
Q Do you know if he was there?
A I don't know that, no, sir.
Q Did you subsequently speak to Jean

Colin?
A I did, yes, sir.
Q Was that on the 20th?
A On the 20th, yes, sir.
Q How long after you had observed these

people at the bottom of the stairs?
A About two hours.
Q About?
A About two hours later.
Q Thank you. Again, for the moment,

please, Mr. Steiner, could you just listen to the next
question and answer it yes or no. Did you learn that
certain items had been taken possession of?

A Yes, I did.
Q And did you then attempt to secure

opportunity of examining those items?
A Yes, sir, I did.
Q And did that involve you liaising with

Jean Colin?
A Yes, sir, it did.
Q And others?

A No, sir.



 

 

Q Just Jean Colin?
A Just Jean Colin.
Q Did there come a time when you were

given permission to examine items?
A I'm sorry, sir?
Q Did there come a time when you were

given permission?
A Yes, sir.
Q When was that?
A Specifically, I don't remember the exact

date, sir. It was maybe a week or so after I was given
an opportunity to view the items.

Q I understand. So we should be clear in
understanding that it wasn't on the 20th of February?

A No, it was not. No, sir.
Q I understand. Where did you go in order

to examine the items?
A I went to the local prison maintained by

the gendarmes in downtown Dakar.
Q Thank you. And were you shown some

things there?
A Yes, sir.
Q Would you look for me at a document,

Production 255. And in the first place, can you open

that document and tell me if you recognise what you see
in it.

A Yes, sir. That appears to be a display
of the objects I saw.

Q Thank you.
My Lords, this particular item is not

scanned. And therefore I would propose to ask the
witness to place it onto the projector and permit Your
Lordships to view it in that fashion.

Can we look at the two pictures to the left
of the item, first of all. Thank you. Could we look
at the lower of the pictures, first of all.

Mr. Steiner, we see in that photograph a
number of items located in what appears to be a
briefcase of some sort?

A Yes, sir.
Q Is that so? And in the upper photograph

do we see some of those items apparently removed from
the briefcase?

A Yes, sir.
Q And what is it you were able to tell us

about these items that we see in these photographs?
A Sir, one appears to be a timer. There

are other items, detonators, explosives, a pistol. I
don't see the -- can I see the bottom, please?

Q There is another photograph we'll come
to in just a moment, Mr. Steiner.

A Okay. Explosive, detonator, a pistol,
and a timer.

Q Yes. So you've described for me what we
see in the photograph, but do I understand that you saw
these items for yourself?

A Yes.
Q Whereabout?
A At the Gendarmerie prison.



 

 

Q So you saw the items, not just
photographs?

A I saw the items, not just photographs,
yes.

Q And if it's possible to focus in on the
rectangular-shaped object towards the bottom of the
upper photograph, could we do so.

A The package?
Q Yes. Do you see that coming into

clearer view now.
Thank you.
A I'm sorry?
Q Do you see that now on your screen in

clearer view?
A Yes, I can. Semtex.

Q It says on it -- it's upside down,
but it's perhaps easily read --

A It says "Semtex-H."
Q Semtex-H?
A "Explosive." Yes.
Q And what did you understand that to be?
A That's a plastic explosive manufactured

in -- at that time, Eastern Europe.
Q Thank you. And you've explained to me

that there are other items shown in that photograph.
Can we look at the item just above and to the left of
the "Semtex."

A Yes. That's a timer.
Q Now, there's a box apparently there with

a black rectangular-shaped attachment to the top edge.
A Yes.
Q Do you see that?
A Yes.
Q And did you see that item?
A Yes, I did, sir.
Q What did you understand it to be?
A It's a timer, sir.
Q A timer?
A Yes. For explosives.
Q Thank you. And in these four

rectangular-shaped boxes we can see to the right of the
timer -- what did they contain?

A I believe it's TNT, sir.
Q Thank you. And a pistol, plainly,

further to the right?
A And a pistol, yes, sir.
Q And what was in the box which is to the

left of the pistol, with the number "25" on it?
A Ammunition, sir.
Q Thank you. And what are those cord-like

objects lying between the Semtex --
A Those are detonators, sir.
Q They are what? Sorry.
A Electric detonators.
Q Detonators?
A Detonators, yes, sir.
Q Thank you. And there is another

photograph which is in that production. You may
require to turn the folder over in order to see it.



 

 

Did you see each of these items?
A Yes, sir.
Q And is there something in here that you

were looking for just a moment ago?
A Yes. That's a silencer for the pistol.

A noise suppressor.

Q Had you personally ever seen a timer of
the sort that you saw in Dakar on this occasion?

A No, sir.
Q Did you make arrangements to inform your

own headquarters of what you had seen?
A I did, sir.
Q And were they interested in sending a

colleague in order to further examine the items?
A Yes, sir.
Q As a consequence, did you liaise with

the Senegalese authorities in order to permit that?
A That is correct, sir.
Q Now, we could perhaps just take that

production away again.
In addition to understanding that certain

items had been taken possession of at the airport, were
you led to understand that people had been taken into
custody at the airport?

A Yes, sir.
Q And how many people did you understand

had been taken into custody?
A Three, sir.
Q Three. And did you understand that one

of those was Niasse?
A Yes. That is correct, sir.

Q Did you subsequently see any other
people in custody at the Gendarmerie headquarters?

A Yes, sir.
Q How many people?
A Two, sir.
Q Were either of those people Niasse?
A No, sir.
Q Where did you see them?
A At the prison, sir.
Q And where within the prison were they?
A In a cell.
Q In a cell?
A Yes. Each a different cell.
Q Thank you. If you saw photographs of

those persons again, would you be able to recognise
them?

A Yes, sir, I think so.
Q Would you look for me at Productions 262

and 263. Can we look at 262 first, Mr. Steiner.
A Yes, sir.
Q I'm not interested in names, but can you

tell me if this is a photograph of anyone you
recognise?

A Yes, sir. This is one of the people
that had been arrested that morning.

Q Or at least one of the people that you
saw in the cell?



 

 

A Yes.
Q Thank you. And again can we look at

263, with the same understanding that I am not looking
for a name. Do you recognise that person?

A Yes, sir.
Q As being?
A As one -- as the other man who was in

the prison.
Q Thank you. Now, were you given

passports by the Senegalese authorities --
A No, sir.
Q Just let me finish. Were you given

passports to look at by the Senegalese authorities?
A No, sir.
Q Were you given photocopies of passports

to look at?
A Not that I recall, sir, no.
Q Just help me with the answer to this

question, again by saying yes or no: Did you come to
any conclusion about the nationalities of the two
people who were in custody?

A Yes, sir.
Q Was that because of something that you

were told? Just yes or no.
A Yes, sir.
Q Was it added to by anything that you

saw?
A It was influenced by the items that were

on display at the prison, yes, sir.
Q All right. Did you see any document

relating to the two men in custody which helped you to
understand their nationality?

A Not that I recall, no, sir.
Q All right. In due course, did one of

your colleagues arrive, and did he carry out an
examination of the items?

A Yes, sir.
Q And did he take photographs of the

items?
A Yes, sir, he did.
Q Can I conclude, Mr. Steiner, by asking

you to look again at Production 255 on the imager and
to the bottom of the two photographs we were looking at
initially.

Can we see in that photograph the timer which
you were telling us about, in the upper photograph?

A Yes, sir. The back view.
Q We see the back view of it?

A Yes, sir.
Q Now, towards the bottom, there appears

to be some sort of mark or sticker. Do you see that?
It may be we are able to focus in on the timer.

A You mean the writing?
Q Yes.
A I can see -- it's vague, but I can see

that, yes.
Q Well, it may be that we can focus in on

that area of the timer and see what's read there. Is
it possible to move the production up a little? Thank



 

 

you. We need to go up a fraction, I'm afraid. Thank
you.

A Yes. But the writing is still not
clear, sir.

Q Well, it's a little clearer now, and
perhaps not of much assistance. So I'm grateful to you
for that effort, Mr. Steiner, and --

A Yes, I can see it. It says "Leakproof,"
"Batterien," and "Nur," only, "Seulement."

Q Yes. Thank you for that.
I have no further questions.
LORD SUTHERLAND: Mr. Burns.
CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR. BURNS:
Q Two matters, please, Mr. Steiner. When

you went to the cell of the Gendarmerie to see these
two people, can you tell me for how long you viewed
those two people?

A For not very long, sir. A moment or two
at the most.

Q I'm sorry, I can't hear.
A A moment or two at the most.
Q A moment or two; very well.
Can I take you forward to the summer of 1989.
A '89?
Q Yes.
Would I be correct in thinking that at that

time two FBI agents came to Dakar, and you met them?
A The exact date, I can't recall, sir, but

two FBI agents did come to Dakar and -- yes.
Q Was that in the summer of 1989?
A Specific dates, I cannot recall, sir.
Q Okay. And did they come in relation to

the Lockerbie inquiry?
A Yes, sir.
Q Right. But just try to focus a little

more on the timing. Are you -- are you clear that it
was the summer of that year of 1989?

A I'm sorry, sir?
Q Are you clear that it was the summer of

1989?
A For what, sir?
Q The visit of the FBI agents.
A As I said before, sir, I'm not sure of

the timing. I don't remember exactly when they came.
They came -- it was sometime in '89. But the dates, I
don't remember, sir.

Q But I am correct in saying that they
came in connection with Lockerbie?

A That's correct, sir.
Q All right. And did they come in order

to see whether or not any materials or items might be
of interest to them in Dakar?

A Yes, sir.
Q And specifically, were they interested

in the timer that you've talked about?
A They were interested in the items that

was being carried by the two people who had been
arrested on the morning of the 20th.

Q That included --



 

 

A That included the timer, yes, sir.
Q But you can't help us about the date or

the month?
A I don't recall the month exactly, no,

sir.

Q Is it unusual to have FBI agents
visiting you in Dakar?

A Yes, sir, that's unusual.
Q All right. Thank you.
LORD SUTHERLAND: Mr. Keen.
CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR. KEEN:
Q Mr. Steiner, we have been told that a

person travelling under the name "Matthew Gannon" died
in the Pan Am 103 disaster at Lockerbie, Scotland, in
December 1988. Are you aware of who that person was?

A I am aware through newspaper accounts.
Q Was that person an agent of the Central

Intelligence Agency?
A I don't know that personally, sir.
Q We've been advised that a person

travelling under the name of Charles McKee died in the
Pan Am 103 disaster at Lockerbie, Scotland, in December
1988. Are you aware of who that person was?

A No, sir, I am not.
Q Did members of the Central Intelligence

Agency attend at Lockerbie, Scotland, following the
disaster?

A I'm sorry, sir?
Q Did members of the Central Intelligence

Agency attend at Lockerbie, Scotland following the

disaster to Pan Am 103?
A I can only recall from newspaper

accounts. I don't know from personal experience, no.
Q You have no knowledge of that?
A No personal knowledge, no, other than

reading the newspaper.
Q No further questions, My Lords.
LORD SUTHERLAND: Advocate Depute.
RE-EXAMINATION BY MR. TURNBULL:
Q Mr. Steiner, can I return to the visit

by the FBI agents that the gentleman over here spoke to
you about a moment ago.

A Yes, sir.
Q Was it a Mr. Marshman and a Mr. Bolcar?
A I remember the name Mr. Marshman, yes.

The other name I'm not sure about.
Q The date suggested to you was summer of

1989. Could it in fact have been the summer of 1990?
A It could have been. Yes, sir.
Q In July?
A Again, sir, I am no clearer on the dates

with you than I was with the gentleman on the left.
Q I understand. Thank you.
LORD SUTHERLAND: Thank you, Mr. Steiner.

That's all.

A Thank you, sir.
 


