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In 1988 I was a serving member of the US CIA. 

I first became aware of the operation which 

subsequently led to the arrest of A b e d  Khalifa 

Niassse and two Libyan nationals in early 

January 1988 when I was contacted by the then 

Secretary General to the President of Senegal, 

Jean Collin. Collin had received information 

fiom an asset, Ahmed Khalifa Niasse, a 

Senegalese Maribou (religious leader), to the 

effect that the Libyans were in the process of 

planning an operation against French barracks in 

Senegal. Jean Collin consulted both myself and 
, -. 

a French security officer [witness would prefer 

not to mention French knowledge or 

involvement]. Neither ourselves or the French 

took any pro-active role in the operation, I 
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would say that we simply provided moral 

support. The specifics of the proposed operation 

became apparent fairly quickly. By mid 

February Collin advised me that they were 

expecting the arrival of two Libyan nationals, 

who would be travelling with Ahmed Khalifa 

Niasse. 

In general, I was aware of Niasse and his 

connection with Libya. He, like many Maribou, 

had toured a number of Islamic countries 
( a  

seeking financial support. 

Niasse was in regular contact with Collin 

regarding the arrangements. I had no direct 

- contact with Niasse re this operation. At 

Niasse's suggestion, a false passport in the name 

Mamadou Fall was provided to the Libyans. 

Niasse had asked for the passport in order to 

demonstrate to the Libyans that he had influence 

in Senegal. The passport was signed by Jean 

Collin. I recall him telling me that he was very m 
nervous about- signing the passport. 

We did not know the names of the Libyan 

nationals, but we knew that they would be 

intelligence officers. Niasse had claimed that he 

was dealing directly with Sanussi. Through 

Niasse, it was also known that the Libyans 

would be carrying explosives. This made me 

nervous, as I was not keen on the idea of 

explosives being carried in an aircraft. I 
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suggested to Collin that the Libyans be 

intercepted en route. However, he insisted on 

detaining them in Senegal. 

Niasse advised that he was to meet with the 

Libyans in Cotinou, Benin. The flight from 

Cotinou was not direct and stopped off at 

various points, including Abidjan. Niasse kept 

Collin advised of progress. In turn, Collin kept 
. . 

me apprised of the situation. 

In the early hours of 20 February 1988, as the 

plane was approaching the airport, I received a 

telephone call warning me of its imminent 

anrival and telling me to attend the airport. 

When I arrived at the airport, the plane had 

already landed and the steps to the aircraft were 

set up. I could see three people already down 

the steps, milling around with Gendarmes. One 

of the three, who was dressed in the dress worn 

by Moslem holy men, I took to be Niasse. There 

were two others with him. As I recall, all three 

had hand luggage. I cannot recall any specific 

case. I was some distance away and was unable 

to see their facial features. The three individuals 

were picked up in a car and taken to the VLP 

lounge, which I was aware had been opened 

specifically for the purpose of detaining the 

three persons who were expected. General Sec, 

who was present at the airport, told me that they 

had "got them". Collin was also at the airport. 

The fist  thing that he told me was that he had 
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recovered the false passport, which was 

destroyed. 

CoIlin advised that the Libyans had been 

carrying explosives and other items, including 

an electronic fving device. 

I am shown 

C o ~ y  Document (DE54). 

I authored this cable. It is marked "Intel" which ' *  / 
means that it was a report for general 

dissemination to the US Government 

community. It was compiled based on my 

observations and the information received from 

Jean Collin. 

Over the next few days I attempted to gain 

access to the items which had been seized. 

However, Collin was ill and not contactable. 

After two or three days I got access to the 

contents of the case. At that stage, the agency - @? 
technical expert, the witness Warren CIemens, 

had not yet arrived in Senegal. He had been 

alerted to be on standby prior to the arrests. 

I am not a technical expert but I do recall that on 

the first occasion I saw a grey box among the 

items which had been seized, which I took to be 

the electronic device 

I am shown 
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Copy Document (DP588). 

I authored this document. It is a progress report 

regarding efforts to obtain access to the items 

which had been seized. 

Shortly thereafter, following the arrival of the 

witness Warren Clemens, we were permitted 

access to the items seized once again. Warren 

Clemens, the technical expert, removed the back 

plate from the timing device and took some 

photographs of it. The Senegalese wished to 

retain the timing device as evidence in a possible 

future trial. Accordingly, the innards of the 

timer were not exposed, in case they were 

damaged. I vaguely recall that we asked for the 

various items seized, including the timer, and 

were told that they would be given to us afier a 

trial. At that time, the Senegalese were 

definitely still talking in terms of holding a trial. 

I remember the timer was a grey, rectangular 

box with a window block on which you could 

see numbers. 

On this particular visit, I also had the 

opportunity to see the two Libyan nationals who 

were arrested. I did not speak with them. I am 

shown 

Photomauh (DC1670). 

This is a photograph of Saber. I recall he had a 

black eye. 
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I am shown 

Photoma~h CDC1671). 

This is a photograph of the other Libyan 

national. I cannot recall his name. 

On considering 

Cow Document CDE54) 

I recall that the name of the other Libyan was 

Marzouk 

I am shown 

Production Nos 275,276 & 280 Copy Documents f 1 
I formatted and typed these documents. 

However, they are "authored" by Warren 

Clemens, who had the technical knowledge to 

compile them. 

I remember being very surprised when I heard 

that the Libyan intelligence off~cers had been 

released without trial in June of 1988. As I { a  
recall, the information did not come from Jean 

Collin. 

I remember that President Dioff received an 

envoy from Libya whilst the two Libyan 

intelligence officers were in custody. I have no 

direct howledge of the reason for the visit. I do 

recall that the person was the head of an Islamic 

organisation. 



Production Nos 274 & 281 

KENNETH WESLEY STEINER 7 

I have no direct knowledge of what happened to 

the timing device. However, I believe that the 

timer was returned to the Libyans, based on 

remarks made by Collin's successor Andre 

Sonko (see initial precognition). 

From recollection, when Warren Clemens was 

examining the timer, he gave the impression that 

he h e w  exactly what he was dealing with, as I 

recall he mentioned that it looked like something - 
he had seen before. 

I am shown 

Copy Documents ( I 
Both of these are authored at CIA Headquarters . 

and were received at station. X cannot comment 

on the accuracy of the contents thereof. 
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