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GCUHERT DASIE
‘ , BOCUMENT NUMBLR  D&TIR

DATE 24:’38?3( &[QM % H O/IG
DF‘C IPTION FEI"FﬂED? THTERUILY SHERROW RE TOGO INCIDINT : C;}CQ\E>{ (

On June 25 1990, RICHARD L. SHERRQN, Explosives Technology Rranch,

Yo W( '

Eure&ﬁ nf,ﬁl;ohml; Tahaccm and FledTMH; (EéTFﬁ4Lébbrétarg,'335 Horth
Minéi~Lané, wainﬁi Creek, Calzrornla, telephnne nnnhﬂr Qiq -8863145 Has
Qyntactcé fn“ JNTETJ]Eh cnnrernznn his Lrip.td Lﬁﬁef,Tgﬁﬂf duringlﬂFtcber
i?BSQ'SHERROw furni5hEﬁ thE'fnllDu;ng iﬁfdrﬂﬁiiqh:~ |

jﬁHfPRDQ stated he left Yashington Q.C. on SEﬁtéﬁhéTZE?, 1?8&; en

. rnufc to Lowne, 3agn at the reque:t of tht Unlted Etat#; Qnﬂnrtﬁ nt nf
'State. ﬁccoﬁ’anulng QHFEFOA was EQJQRD Dh?ﬂq F1rpgrﬁa Iranrh, FAT! hha.
is curwent}g :tlll assigned at BATF Hea dq aTLETE, Was h gton D L, tlso, &

ITﬁ Cé Y who TGpFGREPth the ﬁppdrknen, of State, now uejlsvyd in Fe :

pmplcgcs by the FEdFTul Eurnﬁu Df Investigation (FEID

i

The purpose of this t.uve1 was o o inspeot wea apons and explosives

reanerﬁd frum insur gents during an 5?1?ﬁ§t€d GUP uh h had heen
(0‘%(%‘9552‘1-]‘ =dpprr—:5:eﬂ hiy the Gav" rrn‘{ fore ces of ?mga(ﬁﬁ&ﬁf&[}u 'a_a’\siged
 it waS-h35 reﬁglleCtian sal Tego o tht unist rebels and exileé;b%aed in
Ghana had orga nlsed an attempt to overthrow the o I?érﬁantvbg planning to
take G””Y the rédiavand.?v~5tatinn5 annoucing they were in“csntral of the ., ;

3

‘guversent, To 40 so, the rebels had commandeered several taxis and

connercial trucks. Heavy casualities were sustained by ths‘?ehels.’SHERRﬁ&
‘and his sssnciates met with the Fresident of Togr who inguired if they

desired to interrngate the remaining eight to ten surviving rebels of the

45 1o B0 who hed been captured. The President of Togo had @ Horth Foresn
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body guard, SHFRROW advised they declined, having no reason to interview

the rebels, SHERROW advised the upriaihg had not totally been cuppressed
upon their arrival, Periodically there continued to be guafire which could

be heard in the distance

','.%IFRP w state d,far the first cbuple of dags in Lame, they appéérad 1o

gettlng the FUn argLnd' and were unable to CLHdULt the desirved
1nSpe;tisns; ﬁu?ing their stay they q;grated aui of the U‘a.‘FmbaSSQ\in n
'?Qgﬁb | | | S
‘ qHFRRQH Hdv152d Tlnu}}g, fuT an untnawn TEéSﬁﬂ,‘thE aprgrent
j:fdrtlonﬁl 1nfwghtlng 1n “the Tnga n111tnrg =topped and theg uere g?xen full
sCCess «to the SEIEFd 1tEM5 wthh‘NEFE dlsplaged. CH:RFDH advised the
U ueapons, Egpinsivés and‘felaté# eqﬁipﬁent‘wére sgs;emati;allg prsésntadb
for viewing in & thatthed:hut,Lfnrﬁérlg élsoldiaté.ﬁsés hall jﬁ the
ﬁil?t&?g taﬂpsund in ane.,Thégfaare supervised by a Iagnfsaidiéﬁ
Selievad to he‘a Caianél, described éa'heing apprdﬁihatelg'é’é', heavy set

and having three tribal scars on each cheek, Also preseni Was a goverment

photog rwphe*~“ha ?nnl IQLQ of p:rtures, but wag never seen to change film,

. 0in several accaslons, the Colonel hecaﬁe very ﬁpset atfihs ﬁatailgd
Exanination h?Jra Lcndutved hy uHF PG& and his & z%aciatﬁs 4t one point,
thefﬁﬁlcnel drew his geé&an in anger.
" SHERROW féta}lé the ueéﬁcne,'etc 'uere laid ﬁui tahle by tah1e>5nﬁ_
: groppéd ﬁg type. Handgﬂns, shoulder weapons, éﬁplbgivagg clothing,
raam%unicatiéns'équipéent, B0, WETE é?rangeﬁ table ﬁg;table in the
thatched hut

: aﬁhncerning the weapons, SHERROW recalls AW 47's; BHKHs; other

1

Bulgsrian, Soviet and Czechoslovskisn manufactured shoulder weapons; 30 to

48 handouns, including & Walther F-38, which was later traced to have cone

o frasm Libyay several thousand rounds of anmunition; East German amsunition

k3
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pauches; ammunition boxes with Seoviet, French end some English markings,

the awsunition including 7.462 milliseter and 9 nillineter calibers;

several East ferman bayonets; five R?G—?s, ney Rus5ian'tmcket launch;rs
5111l in the plastic,uiﬁh their cleaning rods; rockets from Bulgsria and
*qusgia; tuo caces of Fl fraﬁmantatian~grenﬁdes, uhasae&blea‘ﬁéﬁI&G THEIR 
“}FUSE: ﬂtlll wrapped and :Fperate, uppraxlﬁate}g “0 Fr#nch 1914
§§7fragﬁentat1an grenades' Gne cane of French TNT »¢0 3raﬁ blac%s, frpsh andif
'1f11&F new, lu to. 18 bund]es of hzgh nltrcglgcerln content dgnaﬁlte whlch :
(&‘d baen wrapped mth tme fune am:! chpped in-a wa:»\ mxture. Thesc—: bund}e: |
‘ihéd nnt been prlmed wath h1a=t1ng cap, three heavg dntg pla:tlt hag |
'c]ospd with a hrasq qtaple, of C 4 ]1%5 explosive, apprnxlﬁafleg (2]

“ppeundq each 1n a flaLed condltlnn.:gane of the 5*4 11PF prlas1ve uaw,

,,wh1te, guch as}used hg,theju.a. ﬁzlltatu‘ and others wlth 2 ﬁl:ght uel}aw
',?}nt ffan Jnnur111e This hsd'pnssihlg‘bsn remanufactured
Dlastzng taﬁs:_uﬁ non*elec?.lc blnstlng Caps. cr1nped tn‘variaus‘f
Ienghtcsaf whlte coaxed thE fuse, some plier ETlMpEﬂ ‘and sone appe&r;d to -
,hmVlng keen crlnped bg teeth, These blantzng gaps had aIUﬁ1RUM rhﬁils,
:;meaaurlng ita 1;4 1nch25, no narklnga, pDS:1h3E ﬁdﬁbET &5, appearlﬁg to v = ‘
ig};ave‘ﬁeen cnﬁnerciallg Mandfactufed“SFERP!L noted there both f ench aﬁd ' i :
h"Cchcn T aﬁ construct1nn crpw:‘ln the tountry u»ang explaalve: at that
time, Alsa, there weTE Ersnch mmlzt vy advizors present.
| Cﬁntlnuzng, HERﬁﬂu_advlsed that thefe were another ten non-electric
 b1sting caps located in & wdnd bax ﬁeéguring app%mxjﬁatlgﬁ ' long by EQSF
- high hgyii wide. This box had & waxpaper wrapping but had been apéned_uith
a pull ztring dpener. | | |
"ﬁ]sa; SHERROW saw two electric blasting raps with lea wires cut 1o

approﬂiﬁatleg'z' to 3", One had both red leg'wires and lpoked sinilar to a

Cansdian Industriss, Limited {(CIL) type with no merkings and had been
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‘triple crivped. The other electric hlasting cap had hoth white leg wires,

‘also cut short. This blasting cap had an *0° on the tip end, not the side.
Both could have heen possibly nurber 4s.

NB other blasting aécessaries were included in the recovery such as

fLrJng w1re, crlﬁpers, blastlwa nachines Ltc,'
8 aHCR au ad&1zed 1arated in the area of the exn1c<1v6’ on the table

‘w?re tuo e]er&runzc tl#:ng ﬁpchan1«ﬁ= wlth batterzes 1n p]ace, Edfh uga

iidentlcal 1n a =andw1cﬁ type cnnflgu:atjon, That be1ng the top and hGLfDﬁ

'hiue nrecn colaured flbreg}aq= tgpe ﬁaterlal wlth Ph1}11p=_£ : ;. 
‘;ews on each four carnerq fi?ﬁlng an dlﬁOSt :qudre baxf; ‘ e
Uhrﬁﬁﬂw was daap]aged an g* bg 30' rﬂlor phatoaraph of an elnctrnn;f
t1m1ng mechanlah whlch he 1deht1fled as bezng 1dent1Cul to the ﬁlddle
sandulch portlan between the Wi plBStIE'QEEEES Gh¢€fved at’LFME, Taga.-
HFﬁﬁDw ﬂtatEd the exterior surface* HETE qiﬁll&T‘TD the can51n g and

cnlor nf the bosrd with fou“ CuTﬂEPS drilled as in the phatngrenh, éraurd

the fnur nxde~ ultb the Fh3111p: cornErs as posts Was a Siﬁglﬂ'piECE of

1 5,biack ﬂlastiaized'electrical tape whith wbenlin place, concealed the

“3ﬁalﬂe c1rcu1t bﬁard and batte,u,vﬂw the outside of the bottom of one. !

T;ﬁEF Was & daubleysiaed plecg.af Eflckg tape, white -in color, and with
“p%n{ective cavér’paﬁer which was a chade of green'calér, This could be
:;/ Uﬁeﬁ-ta)fix the tiﬁer té sosething, It appears thei rtlcig tape may have

| heen reﬂaved fFQﬁ the bsitan of the other ilmer
EattE?iss4uefe in place on bath tiners. The ﬁsnﬁsctjnngirez had been’
/V?% Enldéréd té,thé pmgts.'Tﬁe bstteries were six volt éritiah'flat renote
f1 cbnt?D1 stgle,'pg;siblg Evereaﬁgvbraﬁd with f]a{ posts, Fach baizarg was

fjfnnsitianed beneath the circuit hoard, sultiple IC chip :ucilou betueen

. the top and bottom of the sides, sandwich style, Eoth ﬁatteries were in

place and were considerahly drained of power, -
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~f{ circuit boards in his possession, returning to the BATF laboratorg,

| Subsequently, he obtained fresh batteries and was able to work the circuit

- board which he found to be highly accurate as & timer. SHERROW stated he

‘ 1nd1cated thlﬁ t:mer could he set fFDM ?9 ﬂlwutEu to #% haurs a5 a tlﬁEP.}

|  _ HERRGN dEﬁcrlbed the cnnnectul at the end of a wlre srrand leavlng f,'
f’iha tiﬁer as unlque. It had a flat cmnflgura‘lsn ulth tua slntted =creu: 1
  ghten doun the'connectlon.:The tlp end had tun 5ma11 plug holas, ;€} ;f; 
.emale, tn PEEEIJE taﬂpatlble ﬁale plug Bn th of the flat plug :urface‘A
,hg the :creu: was é red I1ght 1nd1ratar, .HthDu dzd nnt see’ang na;e :
‘connécters among any- of the 1tems. SHEREOU stated that in hlS ﬂp;ﬂion,
ﬁpverdl af the items on dlsplag ﬁau have‘been ddded to the wEapuna andi
g' i{e;5 1e1zed bg ihe Taga pilitary, including the tun»timers, which had
3¥‘7b€€ﬂ handled and manipulated bg,unkﬁcun pavties; SHERRGH;indifatéd the
'tTegQ ilitarg/aépearéd 1o kndg’thE'tuu electronic circuit bqardsbnevs‘

.}  tiﬁersf fheg uafé heing tlaéelgiu tched bg the *Evicualg nent:anﬁd

1 folonel, He felt it~unréasonah1e for the now captured rebele to gm inta(‘

,, !, Sbat with unassesbled grenades, rocket launchers still in the plastic

‘uith'clsaning rods étc; HE had no explanaiton as to the brigin of the two

‘ elcrfrunlx tiners, Having taken the one timer with the sticky tape botton,

e

~fi~he'had no information as to what happened 1o the resaining tiner left
tbehind, SHERRDW was unawre of any similar tiners having heen found in -
nenega] durzng 1988

“» BHERRDY adv::ed he and others in h15 nrnup took pnairgrnph . n[l

‘ i§fnegat1vea and pholagrpah: Laken are in the case file at WATF Headnuarters, ‘;7<

i waéhjngtﬁn D R aHLERDN has contacted E!IFF LUNHD renupnfzng that he locate

"?ﬁ thlc f1le u1th the phatngragh: and reports and nthe. ﬁ?talln of the

SHERROW HdVlSEd hp was able to YFave Togo with one of the timing ><”

was unable to unﬂersiand the’nepd for a relay board an'ihé timer, He‘ : S 5 7
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SHERROW noted upon their :Ppendlng ture & dp}ugatlan from the

- FAlestinian Liberatign frganisation was arriving tn review the same

;haeﬁanq, exp}o=3v25 and items which tth had exasined

éddltxana‘lg QHCRRBM 1nd1C¢th he was able 1o brlng back Qﬁe_saﬁp12=
'mf the Ehp}QR1VPq in f]lﬁ cann:ctﬁrsi Oue af thr"e ltHP% were furnlnhen
o Flcaflrng ér=enal, Daver, Neu Tersrg for exaﬂlnatlmn. uF:le 1n Tnoa, he
dld_dstmnafe sone of the expln=1yes ualch fUﬂCLlﬁﬂEd as de;l;nﬂd

'urlng the 1ntervxeu at no. 11ﬁ€ uas. qHCPRQd advl Ed thls enqu:rg wa’

gcnnnected wlth the anno:ng 1rvectzgatlcr nf the . Fan Qmerzran Alruags

’Flight 183,
In uDﬁElUﬁ]Dﬂ: QHFEPDM adviaed‘he and 'the‘athers departedeaﬁe, Togo

anGLtObEP 4,.1984, rcturning tn Uaﬁhzngfan D €. on Uc*ober 5, 1984, He

}‘; eR§urEé5éd his willingness to conperate in thjs-ﬁattar in any way

v

possible,




